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Patricia Ramsey of Cedar Rapids and Brett Fetterman of Tipton dance the 
two-step at a contest at the Country Club Wednesday night. The two will 
compete in the Black Velvet Smooth Steppin' Showdown on Monday in 
Nashville, Tenn. The amateur competition will be broadcast live on The 
Nashville Network cable channel at 8 p.m. 
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Area pair set to strut their 
stuff in Nashville contest 


By Douglas Neumann 

Gazette staff writer 


P atricia Ramsey and Brett Fetterman used 
to hate country music. 

Now they are on their way to compete in a 
national two-step dance competition in the 
country music capital — Nashville, Tenn. 

Ramsey, 26, of Cedar Rapids, and Fetterman, 

25, of Tipton, will join 20 other couples from 
around the country in the Black Velvet Smooth 
Steppin’ Showdown on Monday. The amateur 
competition will be broadcast live on The 
Nashville Network (TNN) cable channel at 8 p.m. 

“Probably everyone else will be just as 
nervous as we are about being on television,” 
Fettdrman said. “But it’s going to be a good 
vacation.” 


Fetterman began country dancing about seven 
years ago when some Marine buddies “dragged 
me into a country bar.” He met Ramsey a ye;ir 
ago at country night at DeSoda’s hi Cedar 
Rapids. 

Ramsey had been listening to country for only 
a few months when they met. 

“I always hated it,” she said. “A friend made 
me go to a country bar, and the dancing really 
appealed to me. Now I listen to it all the time.” 

Ramsey admits she knew little about country 
dancing when she met Fetterman. But with 
training in ballet and jazz dancing from an earl; 
age, she quickly picked up the country-dance 
moves. The duo soon began turning heads on th 
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Dance: Winners to perform with Tanya Tucker 


■ From page IB 

dance floor, and, with a little prodding 
from friends, decided to enter the Black 
Velvet contest. 

They were winners in the local contest 
at DeSoda’s and finished second in the 
regional contest in Des Moines. David 
McMaster and Sheryl Allen, both of .Des 
Moines, finished first there and also will 
compete in Nashville. 

THE WINNING couple will appear in 
one of country singer Tanya 'fucker’s 
music videos and perform on stage with 
her at one of her concerts. 

“I expect the judging to be a little more 
critical there.” Ramsey said. 

‘‘In Des Moines I think it was based 
more on entertainment value.” 

Ramsey said judging on showmanship 
rather than the technique benefits them, 
but Fetterman adds that they arc getting 
much better on their steps. 

The two-step is a more precise dance 
step than the now-popular line dance and 
therefore easier to judge on technique. 

Fettennan’s parents from Tipton and 


grandparents from Sioux City are mak¬ 
ing the trip to Nashville. They have 
never seen Fetterman and Ramsey dance 
before. 


THE COUPLE HEAD to Nashville on 
a winning streak, with a victory this 
week in the Marlboro Country Nights 
Dance Showdown at the Country Club, 
3233 Sixth St. SW. 

Finals of the Marlboro competition will 
be held in Kansas City on Aug. 18. 

Blit after that, it will be time to take a 
break. 

“It's been pretty stressful, and then it’s 
not fun anymore,” Ramsey said. 

While excited about the trip to Nash¬ 
ville, they also are looking forward to 
forgetting the competition routines and 
just dancing for fun at local clubs. 

“We actually do a lot better when we 
don’t think about things,” Fetterman 
said. 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/zzdy0004 


2071211386 




